
WAYS OF RELATING 
CONNECTING THE SYSTEM 
TO ITSELF 

Reflective Questions Tool

Connecting the System to Itself
• How am I helping different parts of the system connect and communicate?

• What bigger picture emerges when I look beyond my immediate focus?

 Connect Complex Issues
• Am I keeping related issues in mind, even when focusing on one main 

challenge?

• How do overlapping problems influence the work I’m doing?

People Want to Connect
• Where do I see energy and interest in coming together to grow leadership?

• How can I support and nurture those connections?

Don’t Put People in Boxes
• Am I labelling people in ways that limit understanding or connection?

• How can I see people more fully, beyond categories or roles?

Hard to Reach (Not)
• Who do I think of as “hard to reach” and why?

• What new ways can I try to connect with people who’ve been left out?

Build Strong Support Systems
• Am I creating opportunities for more people to get involved?

• How can I co-design support systems with the communities I want to include?

Bring People Together
• Am I making space for people to share ideas, challenge each other, and 

collaborate?

• How can I remove barriers that make people feel they need permission to act?


